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March 1 ? a |T 6 M t0 K Si f Ha f°i d ' S request for comments on the Soviet note of 
March 2, Mr. Merchant pointed out that, after the insultw initial oortioJ 

ceotinrf "iff °V ?°? Si V le increase in ^exibility in SnSwS^ 
?5£ E \u ? ^ Klnister s meting and in mentioning a conference of two or 
three months' duration which could be intended to fuzz the [a? 27 deadline 

Macmillan' s E?£ itTy^l * ^ */* been Written befb " Prime Minister 
resuU o? hi^ i?r^ v T al u Sred to introduce • note of flexibility as a 
+Sri f effor ts. Mr. Merchant stated that we could probably deal with 

PoLS S a nd n rr E f S i ti0 ?^^ ^J 50 ^ 05 ^ 10 " 0f the conference (inclusion of 
SSaif f Czechoslovakia,), but that we could not possibly accept their oro- 

posSion°thS S d wm Sir f^ C ° mented that th ° Soviel^lve a ffxed 
with th? troot * f wi "\ no lon S er accept the old three to one ratio in dealing 

particSaSv t£ n!! L^ Parity ' He asked where our »"• stood on this, * 
with tS Sl,^ ! 3 ?', '*• Merchant replied that we had not yet talked 

have SflS? Pal^? r C ? ntinUe t0 add P flrtic iPants we would soon 

nave ail the NATO Pact countries facing the Warsaw Pact nations. 

Lord Hood commented that the USSR should be willing to talk about our 
iJS 2 a ? Sgenda SinCe they have alread y been J*™** us for proposals and he 
men? actaJlv SfS P *T ST*' *' ^"hantreplied that the sta?e Depart- 
ment actually has three draft peace treaties: one written in 1955 at the time <.-< 
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of the Foreign Ministers Conference, another which is a short version on the 
Japanese model, and most recently an amendment of the Soviet draft treaty. 
He said that at his level we are thinking of promoting the peace treaty 
question to a more prominent position in negotiations than it occupied at 
Geneva but added that we still cannot accept the right of the Soviets to 
dictate the subjects to be discussed* He noted that the Soviets do not allow 
for taking up German reunification at either a Foreign Ministers or Meads 
of State Conference • 

Sir Harold wondered how we could put forth a draft peace treaty without 
prejudging German unification. Mr. Merchant commented that nur present drafts 
are so general that whereas they assume the existence of a unified Germany, 
it would be difficult to spell out the reunification process. Sir Harold 
returned to the point wondering whether ve could discuss such matters as 
European security without a prior agreement on German unification. 

He then asked how we expected to deal procedurally in preparing an 
answer to the note. Mr Merchant said that we hoped the four VJestern countries 
could exchange drafts very shortly without waiting for the quadripartite work- 
ing group to meet. He said that we are now taking our first cut at a draft 
note which we will pass on as soon as possible to the other three countries 
concernedo He thought the quadripartite group had quite enough to do without 
trying to prepare a reply to the Soviets, but he did see a possible role for 
it as a point of final coordination. Sir Harold said that his Embassy has as 
yet no indication as to British views on this matter. 

In discussion of the duration of a possible Foreign Ministers Con for once, 
Mr. Merchant speculated that perhaps the Russians would like to have us meet 
at the very time they turn East Germany over to the East German c^munist 
regime. Lord Hood expressed belief that the Soviets actually do not want a 
Foreign Ministers meeting to last too long but Mr. Merchant commented that 
they would not then have mentioned two or three months which is longer than 
any previous meeting at that level with the Russians. 

Mr* Merchant, then reported Couve de Murville^s views on the note, just 
received from our Embassy in Paris, to the effect that the Russian note is 
menacing and actually threatens general war. The main problem, as Couve sees 
it, ic the agenda which in the Soviet version is completely unacceptable. He 
is not inclined to stick on the question of including the Poles and 
Chechoslovakians and suggests that a sub-group of the quadripartite working 
group consider a Western reply. 
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